Minutes Tuesday March 26, 2024
Ron Knippen and Luke Pothast met with Commissioners Schroeder and Schlumbohm to discuss West Jennings and Jennings Creek. The status of the ditch was inquired. The West Jennings Creek will be done in stages. Allen County is lead on cleaning the Jennings Creek. Mr. Knippen said with any rain he has water laying. Allen County said they have it cleaned. Mr. Knippen is losing topsoil. Retention ponds will be put in starting at Vendocia. Mr. Knippen would get a retention pond if that is done.  Does the Jennings need to be made bigger? The Auglaize River should be cleaned also. When the child was lost two years ago, he was found in a large log jam. If the ditch is cleaned and widened the bridges would have to be redone also. The water problems should not be pushed down the stream for it to be the next persons problem. Mr. Knippen shared some information with the Commissioners. Allen County is not cleaning the Jennings as they should in Putnam County. Mr. Pothast explained this is three different watershed coming together in Jennings Creek and then three miles to the Auglaize River. There are acres of logjams in Auglaize River. The dams were taken out of the river near Lincoln Highway and how can fish live in it. If there is flooding from 1 inch of rain the Jennings cannot handle more water. Can the Commissioners talk to Allen County Commissioners? They have tried and have been told the Jennings has been cleaned. The Jennings cannot handle the water coming faster. The Jennings creek cannot get rid of its excess water. The Auglaize River needs to be looked at for cleaning also. The whole thing all the way to Lake Erie should be looked at. The Auglaize River should have maintenance done on it also. 
Mr. Schroeder moved to adjourn for the day.
Mr. Schlumbohm seconded the motion.
Vote Schlumbohm yes Schroeder yes Lammers absent
